KCQ 
PA' 



cms 



70 (K-C 17,310) 



AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing will replace all prior versions, and 
listings, of claims in the application. 



Listing of Claims: 



(canceled) 




fH 



2. (withdrawn) The mechanical fastening system of/^laim 
1 wherein the first fastening component has been stabilized by 
laminating the oriented nonwoven loop material to Ax\ 
elastomeric material to provide elastic properties to the 
resulting composite, 

3. (original) The mechanical fastening system of claim i 
28 wherein the nonwoven web has a magnine direction and a 
cross-machine direction, the conatixucnt fibcro direction of 
extension of the nonwoven web arc oriented being if* the machine 
direction of said nonwoven wel 



4 . (withdrawn) The /mechanical fastening system of claim 
1 wherein the constituer*t fibers of the nonwoven web are 
oriented in the cross/machine direction. 

5. (withdrawn) The mechanical fastening system of claim 
1 wherein the fi/rst fastening component has been stabilized by 
thermally treating the material. 

Canceled) . 



(canceled) . 
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8. (withdrawn) The mechanical fastening system of claim/ 
6 wherein constituent fibers of the nonwoven web become / 
oriented in the direction of the force with concomitant necking 
or narrowing of the nonwoven web in the direction perpendicular 

5 to the applied force. / 

9. (original) The mechanical fastening system set forth 
in e# claim •& 2_8 wherein the nonwoven web is formed of 
comprises substantially continuous fibers. / 

10. (canceled). / 

11. (withdrawn) The mechanical fastening system of claim 
6 wherein constituent fibers of the nonwoven web are oriented 
in the cross machine direction. / 

12 . (canceled) . / 

13. (canceled). The disposable absorbent article of 
claim 12 wherein the first fastening component has been 
stabilized by laminating the oriented nonwoven loop material to 
an inelastic material. / 

14. (withdrawn) /The disposable absorbent article of 
claim 12 wherein the /first fastening component has been 
stabilized by laminating the oriented nonwoven loop material to 
an elastomeric macerial to provide elastic properties to the 

5 resulting composite. 

15 . (canceled) . 

16 . /(withdrawn) The disposable absorbent article of 
claim 1ST wherein the first fastening component has been 
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stabilized by laminating the oriented nonwoven loop material to, 
an elastomeric material to provide elastic properties to the/ 
resulting composite. / 

17. (withdrawn) The disposable absorbent article of 
claim 15 wherein the first fastening component has been 
produced by orienting the nonwoven web in the machine direction 
and necking the nonwoven web in the cross machine direction. 

18. (canceled) The disposable absorbefnt article of claim 
15 wherein the first fastening component tfas been produced by 
orienting the nonwoven web in the cross/machine direction. 

19. (canceled) The disposable'absorbent article of claim 
15 wherein constituent fibers of fe'he nonwoven web become 
oriented in the direction of the force without substantial 
necking or gathering of the nonwoven web in the direction 
perpendicular to the applied force. 

20. (withdrawn) A/disposable absorbent article of claim 
15 wherein constituent /fibers of the nonwoven web become 

oriented in the direction of the force with concomitant necking 

/ 

or narrowing of th^' nonwoven web in the direction perpendicular 
to the applied ^f^rce. 

21. (withdrawn) The disposable absorbent article of 



claim 15 wherein the first fastening component has been 
stabilized/by thermally treating the material. 

22 727. (previously canceled) . 

'28. (New) A mechanical fastening system for an article, 
saici fastening system comprising: 



r 



KC^770 (K-C 17,310) 

a first fastening component comprising an oriented 
nonwoven loop material secured to a substrate, the oriented / 
5 nonwoven loop material comprising a nonwoven web of fibers, / 
said web being extensible from a relaxed configuration to dm. 
extended configuration wherein in the extended configuration a 
greater number of fibers of the nonwoven web are oriented in 
the direction in which the web is extended than in the relaxed 
10 configuration of the web, the web being in its extended 
configuration on the substrate; and / 

a second fastening component comprising a/hook material, 
the oriented nonwoven loop material of the ffrst fastening 
component being adapted for releasable conrfection with the hook 
15 material of the second fastening component. 

29. (New) The mechanical fastening system set forth in 
claim 28 wherein the nonwoven web is^ generally free from 
substantial necking and gathering /in a direction perpendicular 
to the direction in which the wex> is extended. 

30. (New) The mechanidal fastening system set forth in 
claim 2 8 in combination wi;Kh the article, said substrate being 
formed integrally with the article. 

31. (New) The /mechanical fastening system set forth in 
claim 28 wherein the substrate is substantially inelastic. 

32. (New) /The mechanical fastening system set forth in 
claim 29 wherein the substrate is substantially inelastic. 

33. (/New) An absorbent article for personal wear, the 
absorbent/ article comprising: 

a /iiquid permeable inner layer for contact with the 




5 



KC^770 (K-C 17,310) 



wearer's skin, an outer layer in superposed relationship w£uh 
5 the inner layer, and an absorbent layer disposed betweerr the 

inner layer and the outer layer, the article having a/first end 
region and a second end region; and / 

a mechanical fastening system comprising at/least one 
first fastening component disposed generally ax the first end 

10 region of the article and at least one second fastening 

component disposed generally at the second end region of said 
article and adapted for releasable connection with the at least 
one first fastening component to secure the article on a wearer 
of said article, the at least one /first fastening component 

15 comprising an oriented nonwoven /loop material secured to a 
substrate, the oriented nonwoven loop material comprising a 
nonwoven web of fibers, said/web being extensible from a 
relaxed configuration to an extended configuration wherein in 
the extended configuration a greater number of fibers of the 

2 0 nonwoven web are orient/ed in the direction in which the web is 
extended than in the /relaxed configuration of the web, said web 
being in its extended configuration on the substrate, the at 
least one second ^fastening component comprising a hook 
material, the oriented nonwoven loop material of the at least 

25 one first fastening component being adapted for releasable 

connection with the hook material of the at least one second 
fastening ,component . 

34/ (New) The absorbent article set forth in claim 33 
whereiTi the nonwoven web is generally free from substantial 
necking and gathering in a direction perpendicular to the 
direction in which the web is extended. 
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35. (New) The absorbent article set forth in claim 33/in 
combination with the article wherein the substrate is formed 
integrally with the article, 

36. (New) The absorbent article set forth in/Glaim 33 
wherein the substrate is substantially inelastic 

37. (New) The absorbent article set forth in claim 33 
wherein the nonwoven web of the at least c^e^irst fastening 
component has a machine direction and a cross-machine 
direction, the direction in which the yeb is extended being the 

5 machine direction. 

38. (New) A mechanical fastening system for an article, 
said fastening system comprisii 

a first fastening component comprising an oriented 
nonwoven loop material free/ from attachment to any substrate, 
5 the oriented nonwoven loop material comprising a nonwoven web 
of fibers, said web being extensible from a relaxed 
configuration to an/extended configuration wherein in the 
extended conf iguration a greater number of fibers of the 
nonwoven web are oriented in the direction in which the web is 
10 extended than/ in the relaxed configuration of the web, said web 
being in it'S^ extended configuration; and 

a second fastening component comprising a hook material, 
the ori/ented nonwoven loop material of the first fastening 
component being adapted for releasable connection with the hook 
15 material of the second fastening component. 
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39. The mechanical fastening system set forth in claim 3 8 
in combination with the article', the first fastening component 
defining at least a portion of said article. 
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